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00:07 
CD: What is your most vivid memory of December 7"? 


DL:My, well, like I said before, uh, being, as helpless, completely 
helpless by being pulled down by the ship when it sank, when it rolled 
over. And being in the water and seein’ this, the gold in this pilots 
teeth as he flew over, as he planned on dropping the torpedo on, for 
one of the ships, the West Virginia. They stand out pretty much and 
yeah. 


00:46 
CD: What were you feeling that day when you were in the water and 
around, were you angry? 


DL: I, I’ll have to admit, I don’t f-, (01:00) remember ever being 
scared. A lot of guys were scared and confused, I can’t recall being 
scared, I had, the only thing I had on your mind was trying to survive, 
you know, do what you had to do to get out of this situation, and a lot 
of guys would panic quite a bit, you could see it, you know the guys in 
the water, you would have to help, a lot of them needed help you 
know in the water like that. But uh, I never, even during the war, by 
all attacked, air attacked or something, you to busy doing what you 
have to do to think about it, you know, ‘cause you wanna. If you’re a 
gun captain on a gun or a loader on a gun you had to keep your mind 
on that, you didn’t have to (02:00) worry about what was going to 
happen to you. But uh, I was very fortunate in that respect because 
uh, I was able to maintain a pretty calm, I felt like I was anyway. 


02:17 

CD: Could you describe when you resurface and looked over at 
Battleship Row, your ship on her side, and the other ships getting hit 
pretty bad, could you describe that? 


02:32 

DL: Well it was amazing, I could, I expect that by when she was rollin’ 
over when I left it, but I didn’t know until I came back up that part of 
it, was still out of the water. Fortunate it was because if it went any 


deeper I would have never got back, you know got out. Now, I don’t 
know where (03:00) to tell you this or not, but a good friend of mine 
lives here and he’ll be interviewed tomorrow I guess, but he was, he 
was in that ship after it rolled over so he’ll have quite a story to tell 
you. But uh, I’m not sure to see all the ships down you know, that’s 
what really tears you up, like seein’ the Arizona blow up like she did, 
the West Virginia sinking down, ‘cause they balanced their ship up, 
the guy got a Congressional Medal of Honor for balancing the ship, 
from one side to the other and keeping her from rolling over like we 
did and uh, those guys you just, you know they didn’t make it out of 
the ship because they... 


04:00 
CD: I’m really sorry, there’s a hotrod car out there. (background 
sound) 


04:31 
CD: You were talking about looking at the scene of the ships turned 
over and the men trapped inside. 


04:41 

DL: That’s it, it was, you just couldn’t believe what you were seein’ 
you know, this ship’s on fire, black oil on the water, I don’t know how 
thick it was but it was really thick around the ships. After you got 
away from the ships aways (05:00) you hadn’t moved all the way 
across the harbor yet, but there’s some pretty heavy fire around the 
West Virginia and the Arizona that uh, a lot of guys got caught up in 
and lost their live after they got off the ship you know, and uh, there 
was, there was a lot of them from the Oklahoma went over to the 
Arizona which was tied up in board of us next to we was tied up along 
side the Arizona at this birth. And uh, they went aboard the Arizona 
and then some of them went up on Ford Island, which was close to the 
ship. But uh, it was something you, couldn’t imagine happen that 
quick, that fast you know, 


06:00 
(background noise) 


06:20 
CD: Don could you say your line again about how you couldn’t 
imagine it going that fast. 


DL: Yeah, when you stop and give it a little thought, see what it is, for 
me the only memory I had was in the water because as you know 
Monday morning I was at sea for 10 days and then I come in for 2 
hours, then went to sea again from December 8" till, I mean 15", 17%, 


something along in there till April, (07:00) before we come back to 
Pearl Harbor again and uh. But seeing all this post fire and stuff from 
the ships you know being in the, bombs going off and stuff and the 
droppin’ of the bombs on the ships, its hard to believe this could 
happen you know like this. Its been planned for a long time I’d say, to 
be caught up in it I’d say was a bad move. 


07:34 
CD: How many friends did you lose that day? 


DL: How many? 
CD: How many friends? 


DL: Oh, a couple on the Oklahoma out of my division, I lost those and 
uh most of the part, you didn’t know to much of the crew other than 
your own division and the biggest part of them for I know got out of it 
but we had, we, we (08:00) had a couple of guys that didn’t, that 
didn’t make it. But uh, I saw a couple of guys that uh, down in the 
carpenter shop, he was hanging onto an asbestos steam line, they 
have an asbestos cover over the steam line, you put that on to keep 
from grabbin’ it and getting burnt and when that one torpedo hit aft 
pretty close to us it shook the ship so greatly that the asbestos 
crumbled in his hand and the ship was listing quite a bit and the, and 
the port side of it, the water was coming up in the port side and the 
machinery in the carpentry shop was breaking loose and he was the 
next guy behind me to get out and he had a hold of that and I hada 
hold of the angle arm (09:00) which was steel, but he lost his grip on 
that and he, I didn’t seen him go, it was no way you could save him or 
anything, it was just like that it was over with. He just slid right into 
the stuff on the port side and water. He ended up on the 429 list, 
there was, I knew a lot, we had a lot, the ships were unions a lot of the 
guys were brought up that I knew. But... 


09:42 
CD: Have you been back to the Arizona Memorial? 


DL: I was at the Arizona Memorial for the 60“ anniversary and last 
year, on December the 7“ I was at the memorial, the Oklahoma 
memorial that (10:00) was dedicated on the 7, December the 7" of 
07, I was there to go to that, I showed you the pictures here, we was 
there for that. And uh, we’ve had, I got a book, an article like we’re 
having a conversation like we are now from a guy from Oklahoma Joe 
Todd, who does this kind of stuff and he put it in the Eisenhower 
Library and then uh, three or four years ago Cox Communication held 
a system, like you’re doing now and uh, they put it on, the way the did 


this, they’d take part of the, part (11:00) of the uh my conversation, 
part of another guy’s conversation and made a master DVD out of it, 
out of the whole thing, and they put our part, inserts out of it I guess 
you could say and made a big DVD that they showed on TV back 
there. Cox Communication, then one day I got a package in the mail 
and it was my individual interview they mailed to me and about three 
days later I got another one and I said ‘why they’d send me two of 
these for?’ you know, well the second one was the one they built from, 
for showin’ you know so it had everyone’s interview on it so it turned 
out pretty nice 


11:50 

CD: When you go out to the memorial and you stand on that memorial 
over looking the Arizona at rest in the harbor (12:00) what thoughts 
go through you mind? (background noise) 


12:28 
CD: So Don, when you ... are we good? Don when you go out to the 
memorial what thoughts go through your mind? 


DL: Oh, I just show respect to the one’s that, lost their lives on the 
memorial, you know same way with the Oklahoma Memorial. I know a 
couple, I mentioned that’s on the, in the memorial, (13:00) 429 men, 
but, its just uh, it feels pretty good that you can pay your respects to 
who lost their lives, and be able to go see this and, I hope this one 
turns out the same way that its, worth being there to see and hear, 
know what happened and ‘cause we’re not going to be here much 
longer you know, so. 


13:35 

CD: If I have anything to do with it Don I hope it will be to and I will 
have something to do with it so we’ll make it.. 

DL: That will make it worth your time, my time and everything else 
that these things are around for them. And we give lectures at schools 
for the same purpose you know. 


13:56 
CD: What’s the lesson of Pearl Harbor for us today? 


DL: What? 
CD: What’s the lesson of Pearl Harbor for us today? 


DL: I’m sorry I couldn’t hear that. 


CD: What’s the, what’s Pearl Harbor mean for us today? 


14:15 

DL: Well, that’s the uh, the uh, you don’t ever want to forget about it, 
you got to keep it in mind and uh, protect our country and do 
anything, everything you can to be alert, and on to this kind of things 
that we was slack on back then but uh. The whole thing is uh, people 
forget down the line, to easy you know, if you don’t keep something 
like this going to bring it back and make sure they don’t do the same 
thing (15:00) again. Our motto, ‘you always keep America alert’ the 
Pearl Harbor survivors motto. And, that’s the only thing we can do is 
keep alert and do what we can to save the country. And this is one 
reason I participate in it because after I’m gone I still want some of 
this available you know to the people and I’m sure it will be. 


25:37 
CD: Don is there anything I missed that you think is important to the 
story? 


DL: Oh I... I don’t know. I ended up in the, the, in Okinawa during 
the war, went through the war with (16:00) the both destroyers I was 
on, made it through the war, and I ended up on the beach. The 
invasion of Okinawa was on the first of April, and I was on the beach 
the third of April with what we called the logistics support unit. So 
what that means, we gonna help anybody that calls us that need help. 
We can go in and help out what they-whatever they need with 
supplies that are- whatever we had to do. And uh, so that- I was there 
when the war ended, and a couple of weeks of, uh throw this in there 
because I felt good about it, a lot of people didn't, but a couple of 
weeks after the war there was a mail plane come in. They had this 
typhoon out there that tore the place up quite a bit, and he brought a 
bunch of tents in there, and dropped them off, big army tents, and he 
was flying on in to Yakushka. And then this buddy of mine by the 
name of Blue, we talked him into taking us with him. (17:13) And he 
said, “Sure. I'll be here about an hour, if you can be back in an hour 
you can... get permission.” So we went back, saw our commanding 
officer, and got permission to go to Yakushka with this mail plane. 
And it was their first trip...to Japan, and when he got to Hiroshoma, 
and Nagasaki, he call us up, the navigator got back to us where we 
could go in the cabin, I mean the pilot, and he said gonna drop down 
about 250 feet, and we could check out, you never seen the-where 
they dropped the atomic bomb. And they, we got to fly over that and 
see the results of that atomic bomb. And needless to say, it was 
devastating, the ground was in the initial area was white, other than 
where a body, or a light pole, or a tree blocked the heat wave coming 
from the bomb, and that would be the same ground color. (18:35) 


And this was, the people start, you know, was against the atomic 
bomb, and thought it was pretty rough, but they surrendered; the 
Japanese surrendered. It was a few years later, after I got out of the 
Navy, I did 20 years in the Navy, I got the story of the invasion of 
Japan from the archive. And if you ever read it, or get a chance to 
read it, you'll thank Harry Truman for dropping the bomb, because 
they was thousands and thousands of the hour men, and double out of 
the Japanese that would have been killed in the invasion of Japan 
mainland itself, because the suiciders was really, they had suicide 
people working everything that they had. These kamikazes, what we 
had the planes at the end of the war, they had divers, kamikaze 
divers, they had people like that. And they had kids with poison darts 
that would be able to get up to a soldier and shoot a dart in him or 
something. They had everything set up for it, (19:55) ready for us, 
but the atomic bomb saved it. 


CD: I have another question for you. You had mentioned that you 
were over at the sub base. You were at the sub base during December 
7? And one of your officers gave you an emotional talk over there, to 
the crew of the Oklahoma... 


DL: It was Captain Foy, and he had been relieved from the ship about 
maybe three weeks or so before the Pearl Harbor thing. 


CD: What did he say to you? 


20:34 
DL: He, personally? 


CD: To the assembled. 


DL: He was talking about getting the ship underway in Bremerton 
and ramming the barge that was loaded with freight cars. The paper 
headlines came out and said the Oklahoma rammed a freight train, 
because these barges was floating by the ship, oil tankers and box 
cars, and he talked about the Arizona that we rammed at sea on 
maneuvers. He talked about the Enterprise, it we come close to 
ramming, and that night maneuvers in they cancelled them, and he 
said he felt, I don't know what it is whether he was relieved of this, or 
because of this, but uh I hope he wasn't, but he became very 
emotional talking about these things, because he said, “I felt sort of 
like I was a jinx to the ship.” And I don't believe he was a jinx to the 
ship. (21:43) He just sorta felt bad, I was emotional myself with the 
speech, the way he handled it. And that was the last, he was a very 
old person then, I mean a um captain, he'd been, in fact he came up 
from enlisted ranks at what we called a mustang in the Navy. He 


came up from a mustang to full captain, which we have one in our 
Pearl Harbor survivors, Jack Evans, help you guys out a little, he's a 
mustang. So that was an emotional trip for me, gathering up the men 
at the sub base that night and hoping I'd did get a few of 'em there. 


22:40 
CD: How many were you able to gather up? 


DL: I'd say they was maybe 20 altogether, which was pretty good 
because I'd leave word with them, if they see somebody else they 
knew to try to get them over there for the ship. So, at the sub base, 
SO... 


CD: Did you receive any medals or awards for that day? 


23:11 

DL: No, no. I didn't report my shrapnel because I didn't know 
anything about purple hearts then, heh heh. So I didn't bother about 
it, wasn't that much, it felt like a bee sting really, to be honest with 
you. We just got the combat battle, combat awards, but between the 
two destroyers at Pearl Harbor there was about 11 combat awards, 
you know the stars. So... 


23:52 
CREW INTERRUPTION - bike went through during speech. 
Chuck asks him to retell about the shrapnel. 


24:13 

DL: Uh when I was in the water the bomb, direct bomb, hit this motor 
boat loaded with survivors. Right at that point I got a shrapnel in my 
left hip. I didn't realize when it hit, it just felt like a bee sting, it just 
burned a little bit, and I reached down and felt it, and I just pulled it 
out and dropped it in the water, didn't look at it to see what it was, I 
just pulled it out and dropped it and turned it loose, and didn't pay 
any attention to it. I got in the boat and the guys saw I was bleeding a 
little bit, so they told me to check by the first aid, which we all did 
anyway to get the oil washed off of us. (25:00) And uh, back in those 
days the Navy, they'd put a little (methiolade?) and a band-aid on it 
and send you on the way... 


CD: Why didn't you? (CREW INTERRUPTION 25:10) 
25:25 


CD: Don, thank you very much. I appreciate you sharing your story 
with us. 


25:30 
DL: I hope I helped you out a little bit on it. 
Explains room tone 


26:02 
ROOM TONE BEGINS 
Camera gets insert shots. 


30:35 
END OF INTERVIEW 


